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G.0.P. Gallo

Vincent Gallo, actor, director and
conservative, sounded like he’d just
won something.

“Twant to thank you guys for invit-
ing me here today. It’s a big honor,” he
told the crowd of pearl- and pinstripe-
wearing Young Republicans who had
gathered to hear him speak at their
monthly meeting on Jan. 15. With his
shaggy hair, blue jeans, military-cut
overcoat and stubbled face, Mr. Gallo
looked about as natural in the ballroom
of the Women'’s National Republican
Club on West 51st Street-as a Beat po-
etata 1950’s cocktail party in Cleveland.

And yet he gushed: “In my whole
lite, no one’s ever invited me or includ-
ed me in any Republican event. As a
matter of fact, [ used to go to the Rush
Limbaugh show with my best friend
Johnny Ramone and a couple of other
friends, and Rush never ... acknowl-
edged us. So I'm thrilled to be here.”

Mr. Gallo, 41, is a devout if unlikely
memberof the G.O.P., an outspoken Re-
publican who rivals only punk rocker
Mr. Ramone, Motorhead bassist and
hair-meister Lemmy Kilmister, and Fac-
tory alum Paul Morrissey for the title of
LeastLikely Celebrity Conservative. He
has been a part of the downtown art
scene since the late 1970’s—a product
of the days of Jean-Michel Basquiatand
Studio 54’s Steve Rubell (both friends
of Mr. Gallo before they died of a drug
overdoseand AIDS, respectively)—and
his most recent film, 7he Brown Bunny,
turns an extended blowjob into a new
form of cinema vérité.

He is hardly the poster child for the
Moral Majority.

ButMr. Galloinsisted thathe’s the re-
aldeal. “There’sa picture of me at G years
old campaigning for Richard Nixon.I've
always been the same. Always. I was
against hippies,” he told his Young Re-
publican Club hosts. He loves President
Bush and loathes “self-serving” lefties,
particularly “that commie crawfish, Al
Franken,” and that “destructive hog,”
Michael Moore. And he thinks politi-
cians spend too much time pandering to
special interests like “the gays, the AARP,
handicapped groups.” When he gets go-
ingon the media’s anti-Republican bias,
as he did the other night, Mr. Gallo
sounds like aregular Bill O'Reilly.

“I've been on 125 magazine covers
worldwide during my career—which
is a lot for an unknown person who
doesn’t have a,career—and I" ve wirit-
ten about200 articles in atl kinds of
magazines, and I’d like to let you
Ko thit e i media b i i e
treme way against the Republican Par-
ty,” he said. “T have never been quoted

in any article that I’'ve beencinters

viewed for saying anything positive in
any way about the Republican Party.

“But you know,” he said, “I would
like toend my speech today by justsay-
ing, in terms of Europe, you know the
United States has a great President—a,
very, very great President—when the
French hate him!”

The Young Republicans went wild,

(or her) favorite periodical on a lazy
Sunday at the Kitchen table, only to find
a wry critique of his (or her) sub-par
bedroom behavior in a one-way con-
versation being read simultaneously by
somany other intellectuals worldwide.
This would be followed by paragraphs
questioning years of “loyalty” and well-
crafted sentences detailing the panty
preferences of the ex’s new lover. Per-
haps there’d even be a cute little refer-
ence to a certain wooden spoon whose
disappearance coincided with a certain
someone’s moving out with his (or
her!) collection of modern art that we
never liked anyway, dammit.

Of course, for mostof us, the dream
ends there. But for Nation columnist
KathaPollitt, it seems that this is where
her revenge against her beau of seven
years begins. For in her essay “Web-
stalker” in the Jan. 19 issue of The New
Yorker, Ms. Pollittrails against herex in
this very manner. The five-page essay
details how Ms. Pollitt has devoted

Mattick is a Marxist” and “is the au-
thor of [the book] Social Knowledge
and editor of the /nternational Jowrnal
of Political Economy.”

The woman for whom Mr. Mattick
left Ms. Pollitt is described in “Web-
stalker” as a professor who is “produc-
ing” a book with Mr. Mattick. In
“Learning to Drive,” Ms. Pollitt de-
scribes her as “the young art critic he
mocked as silly and second-rate [but]
was being groomed as my replace-
ment.” Ms. Pollitt also wonders in print
if the young critic is more willing than
she was to perform impromptu oral sex.

The lucky lady—according to some
more of our intrepid Googling—seems
to be Katy Siegel, an assistant professor
of art history at Hunter College and a
contributing editor of Artforum. The
book she and Mr. Mattick are “‘producing”
is being published by Thames and Hud-
son and will be called Art and Money.
According toaposting by Mr. Mattick on
asite devoted to Karl Marx, the book will
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SYLVAIN GABOURY/D.M...

MARRIED TO IT carmen Electra and Dave Navarro play The Newlywed Game on the Jan, 21
episode of Last Gall with Carson Daly. (Henry Winkler is apparently the celebrity that Ms.
Electramost wants to sleep with,) On Jan. 15, a very bushy Geraldo Rivera arrives at Page
Six columnist Richard Johnson’s hirthday party at Marquee with his new bride, Erica Levy.

SYLVAIN GABOURY/D,

ges at the Carlyle Hojtél onlan, Zu atiersliicon
Valley entrepreneurs Katrina and Terry Garnett paid $25,000 to hawe teawfth her, The steep
ticket benefited actor Denis Leary’s Firefighters Foundation. Oni Jan. 14, Martin Scorsese
stands beneath anice sculpture of the Statue of Liberty inthe Bryzant Park Hotel's Cellar Bar

afterunveiling his History Channel

y about the stat

Lady by the Sea.

showering Mr. Gallo with appl and
sympathy. A cute brunette in a hound-
stooth dress stood up to say that she felt
his pain. When Mr. Gallo left the podi-
uma small group converged on him to
hear him expand on the evening’s
theme: the media’s liberal bias.

“You want to know how it’s af-
fected my career? Here’s one great
story,” he told his new fans. “It was
during the impeachment proceedings
against Clinton, and I had gone to pre-
sent Buffalo *66 at Sundance. I was
Justrambling on every day, and Paul
Schrader [one of the judges] was so
offended by my comments at my Q.
and A. that he walked into the voting
and said, ‘Under no circumstance will
Vincent Gallo win any prizes tonight.”

“SothereI'sat, withclearly the hardest
ticket at Sundance, and I was the only
person whowon nothing,” he said. “The
films that won a lot of prizes were Simoke
Signals,because it was the firstfilmby a
Native American, and High Art, because
it was the first independent film dealing
with the complexities of a lesbian rela-
tionship. You know, if T had made afilm
with left-wing concepts—Boys Don’t
Cry, for example—I may have been
nominated for an Oscar that year!”

*I certainly don’t remember it that
way,” said Mr. Schrader, responding to Mr.
Gallo’s claims of jury bias. “Just because

what seems to be the better part of this
millennium “Webstalking her ex—
or, more accurately, plugging his name
(and various misspellings of it) into
myriad search engines. At the end of
the saga, she finds her pot of gold: a
photo of her ex-boyfriend’s current
girlfriend’s living room—complete
with the ex’s ugly paintings—on the
‘Web site of a real-estate company.
‘This piece is actually something of ase-
quel: Ms. Pollitt’s first tirade against the un-
named ex appeared in July 2002, in a
4,000-plus-word essay called “Learning
to Drive,” which might have been titled
“Learning to Drive at the Age of 52 in
Order to Prove to My Asshole Ex That
I’'m Not a Loser.” In that piece, she
lamerited about his infidelities, talked
abouthis difficult Marxist motherin Ver-
mont and described an argument in
which he_scolded her for not leafing
through The Joy of Sex with more fervor.
Inpartdeux,Ms. Pollittreveals many
more juicy tidbits, including her pass-
word (“secret”), her ex’s password
(““marxist”) and the fact thatshe doesn’t
know how todownload aPDE Butusing
what Web-searching skills she does
have, Ms. Pollitt manages to reveal
many uninteresting things about her one-
time honey, including the places he’s lec-

deal “‘with the rrelations between art and
money and thes similarities and differ-
ences between artand money as cultur-
al phenomena, as exemplified and
represented in .art works.” Mr. Mattick
and M. Siegel dlidn’treturn calls from The
Transom, and ‘Ms. Pollitt said she had
nothing to add o whatshe’s already writ-
ten in The New» Yorker.

While Ms. Siegel’s name doesn’t
register on Gowoglism.com, Ms. Pollit’s
does. Accordinyg to the site, Ms. Pollitt ‘is
wonderful,” Ms. Pollitt “is not voting
forBill Clintom in 1996,” and Ms. Pollitt
“is'large.” The: words “Katha Pollitt is
having a hard ttime letting go” don’tap-
pear, but now tthat the online version of
this paragraphu is going down in the In-
ternet’s annals;, we are filled with hope.

o —Anna Jane Grossman

Amy’s Eatery

The armiess of the night that Amy
Sacco has codcdled ather nightclubs Lot
61 and Bungailow 8 will soon be fret-
ting about heariing loss, sleep deprivation
and liver damaage, but it looks like the
nightlife diva will be ready to ofter her
regulars an altternative. The Transom
has learned thaat the flaxen-haired Ms.
Sacco is plamning to open a 3,500-

While Ms. Sacco has made a name
for herself with splashy New York
clubs, her decision to open a restaurant
is areturn to her roots, of sorts. Betore
becoming the 6-foot- 1 matron of New
York nightlife, the Chatham, N.J., na-
tive got her start in New York restau-
rants. In 1990, she graduated from the
Johnson and Wales restaurant school in
Providence, R.L, and her first job in
New York was checking coats and
hosting at Bouley. She eventually
moved on to manage the Lipstick Café
and Vong, both co-owned by Jean-
Georges Vongerichten. And in 1994
she was engaged to Gilbert Le Coze,
then the head chef of Le.Bernardin,
shortly before he died of a heart attack.

—Gabriel Sherman

Sin by de Sign

If you thought the golden age of zodiac
dating died with Harvey Wallbangers
and the “dry look.” gird yourself for Feb-
ruary. That's when astrological authors
ky and Cox predict that the publi
cation of their book, Sextrology: An As:
trology of Sexand the Sexes, will inspire
awhole new generation of bar-hoppers
inneed of annoying pickup lines

“I’s our contention that every sign is
compatible with another sign,” the stat-
uesque Stella Starsky (Capricorn) told
The Transom on a recent evening ac-
companied by her fellow sextrologist
and celestial soulmate, Quinn Cox (Li-
bra). They were nestled in the dining
roomof their local downtown brasserie
Pastis, passionately discussing the
merits of planetary matchmaking. “We
share the cardinal quality,” said Mr.
Cox. “Itmakes us both very ambitious,
very forward-moving.”

The couple have been doing private
readings for friends—many of whom
work in the fashion business—tor years,
but they began moving torward at a
faster clipin 1998 when they met Christi-
naFerreri. then the editor of YA/ magazine.

“Stella immediately said to her:
“You're a Sagittarius.” It really flipped her
out.” £t voila! When Ms. Ferreri moved
to helm Teen People, she offered Ms.
Starsky and Mr. Cox a column in the
ine that ran for five years and, ac-
cording to the duo, was “revolutionary”
because it separated the horoscopes for
men and women—24 mini-predictions
instead of the standard 12. (In Sextrol-
ogy, they go one step further, giving
gay men and women their own astro-
logical categories.;

e not your granola-encrusted,

trologers,” Mr. Cox told The Transom
in between sips of red wine. *“We really
treat this as an intellectual pursuit.” Judg-
ing by the six-figure advance they re-
ceived from HarperCollins, their
publisher must see itas apotertally pop-
ular one—atter all, it is about se>

eing.” Taurus womne
prefer‘smooth torsos y

In the name of research—the intel-
3 ‘The Transom

sightinto someof the city’s more famous
relationships. First uj rah Jessica
Parker and Mathew Broderick. A quick
flick through the book’s comprehensive
celebrity lists revealed that Ms. Parker
is an Aries, as is her beau. “She wears
the pants,” opined Mr. Cox, adding flat-
ly, “They re friends who fuck.”

Next: Drew Barrymore (Pisces) and
Fabrizio Moretti (Gemini). According
1o Sextrology, Aries women are turned
on by alcohol and narcotics, while
Gemini guys get frisky for the old hour-
elass figure (Hellooo, Ms. Barrymore!)
and white panties.

And our last lucky couple: Uma
Thurman (Taurus) and her post-Ethan
squeeze, hotelier André Balazs (Aquar-
ius). “In this relationship, Uma gets tobe
the girl for a change,” Ms. Cox opined.
As for Mr. Bal “Aquarians like to
add alittle corruption into the mix,” of-
fered Mr. Quinn. “Let’s just say I imag-
ine he’s going to take her places she’s
never been before.”

—Shazia Ahmad

To the Moon, Sheffer!

The American Comic Vision Festi-
val at Symphony Space was kicked oft
on Jan. 13, at the Leonard Nimoy
Thalia theater on Broadway and 95th
Street, by a panel of *‘comic visionaries”
hosted by National Public Radio per-
sonality Isaiah Sheffer. On the panel
were television writer Stephen Colbert,
screenwriter Nora Ephron and hu-
morist Roy Blount Jr. Mr. Shefter was

A WEDDING PARTY

COME EXPERIENCE THE WORLD OF
SAKS FIFTH AVENUE WEDDINGS
HOSTED BY SAKS FIFTH AVENUE AND
TOWN & COUNTRY.

THE RING. THE GOWN. THE TUX. THE REGISTRY.
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FROM THIS DAY FORWARD.

WEDNESDAY; JANUARY 28
6PM TO 8PM
ON EIGHT IN NEW YORK
PLEASE USE THE 50TH STREET ENTRANCE.

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL APPEARANCE BY
TOWN & COUNTRY FASHION DIRECTOR
GRETCHEN GUNLOCKE
AND A PERFORMANCE BY AMICI FOREVER,
THE WORLD'S FIRST OPERA BAND

RSVP: 800.331.6552 OR E-MAIL AT
EDDIN ERVICE KS.COM

RESERVATIONS ARE $25 PER GUEST. ALL GUESTS WILL RECEIVE
A $25 GIFT CARD. THE FIRST 200 GUESTS TO RESPOND WILL RECEIVE A
COMPLIMENTARY COPY OF “TOWN & COUNTRY ELEGANT WEDDINGS."

SAKS

£ BT H
AVENUE

MAKE IT YOUR OWN

SAKS.COM

65 MADISON

212- 794-450

Light Lunch.




